Animal’Adaptations Reading Comprehension Worksheets

Passage 1: Sharp Teeth & Claws

DIRECTIONS: Read the passage carefully. Then answer the questions.

Many animals use sharp teeth and claws to survive.
These body adaptations help animals hunt for
food, protect themselves, and live safelyin
the wild. Different animals use their teeth

and claws in different ways-depending on

where they live and what they eat.

Tigers are powerful hunters with long, sharp
teeth and strong claws. Their claws help them
grab prey and hold it tightly. Tigers also use their sharp teeth to bite and tear meat.

These adaptations make tigers successful hunters inforests and grasslands.

Eagles have curved claws called talons. Their talons are strong enough to catch fish,
rabbits, and other small animals. Eagles also have sharp beaks that help them tear

food into smaller pieces. Fromrhigh in the sky, an eagle can quickly dive toward its
prey.

Bears also use claws and teeth for survival. Some bears use long claws to dig for
insects orroots. Others use their claws to catch fish in rivers. A bear’s strong teeth

help it eat many kinds of food, including plants, insects, and meat.

"Sharp teeth and claws are important survival adaptations. Without them, many

animals would struggle to hunt, eat, or defend themselves.
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Passage 1 Questions
Animal Adaptations Reading Comprehension Worksheets

Part 1: Multiple Choice

1. What is the main idea of the passage?
A. Bears eat different kinds of food

3. What are an eagle’s
claws called?

B. Sharp teeth and claws help animals survive A.paws

C. Eagles are fast hunters from the sky B.talons

D. Tigers live in forests and grasslands C. whiskers
D. scales

2. How do tiger claws help tigers survive?
A. They help tigers swim faster

B. They help tigers climb trees safely

C. They help tigers grab prey tightly

D. They help tigers hide in tall grass

4. How do some bears use
their claws?

A. To dig for food

B. To change fur color

C. To build nests

D. To fly through trees

Part 2: Short Answer
5.Why are sharp teeth and claws useful for animals?

6. Choose one animal from the passage. Explain how.its teeth or claws help it

survive.
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Part 3: Vocabulary

7. What does the word “prey” mean
in the passage?

A. animals that sleep during winter
B..animals that build shelters

C. animals that live in groups

8. What does the word “adaptations”
mean in the passage?

A. sounds animals make

B. places animals-hide

C. traits that helpsurvival

D. animals hunted for food D. foods animals enjoy eating

Part 4: Text Evidence
9. Write one detail from the passage that explains how an animal uses teeth or claws

to survive.

Part 5: Writing
10. Which animal from the passage do you think has the strongest survival

adaptations? Explain your answer.
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Answer Key - Passage 1: Sharp Teeth & Claws

Animal Adaptations Reading Comprehension Worksheets | Passage 1 Answer Key

Part 1: Multiple Choice
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Part 2: Short Answer

5. Sample Answer: O
Sharp teeth and claws help animals hunt, eat, and protect themselves.

6. Sample Answer:
Eagles use strong talons to catch fish and small animals for food.

Part 3: Vocabulary
7.D
8.C

Part 4: Text Evidence

9. Sample Answer:
The passage says tiger claws help tigers grab prey and hold it tightly.

Part 5: Writing

10. Answers will vary.
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Teacher Notes - Passage 1: Sharp Teeth & Claws

Animal Adaptations Reading Comprehension Worksheets | Teacher Notes

Passage Title:
Sharp Teeth & Claws

Grade Level:
4th Grade

Reading Focus:
Students learn how sharp teeth and claws help animals hunt, eat, and protect
themselves.

Skills Covered:

- Main Idea

- Key Details

- Text Evidence

- Vocabulary in Context
- Informational Reading

Teaching Tips:

- Discuss how predators use teeth and claws differently.

- Ask students to compare the adaptations of tigers, eagles, and bears.

- Encourage students to explain why these body features are important for survival.

Suggested Uses:

- Whole Group Reading
- Independent Practice
- Literacy Centers

- Homework

- Test Prep Practice

CCSS Alignment:
RL.4.1

RI.4.2

RI.4.4

W.4.2

W.4.8

L.4.4
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Animal’Adaptations Reading Comprehension Worksheets

Passage 2: Webbed Feet

DIRECTIONS: Read the passage carefully. Then answer the questions.

Many animals that live near water have webbed feet.

Webbed feet have skin stretched between the toes.

This adaptation helps animals move more easily
through water. Because webbed feet act like
paddles, animals can swim-faster and with

better control.

Ducks use theirwebbed feet to glide across ponds
and lakes. When a duck pushes its feet backward in
the water, the webs help move the duck forward. Webbed feet also help ducks steer

and stop while swimming.

Otters are excellent swimmers because of their webbed feet and strong tails:
Their feet help them swim quickly and change direction in the water. Since otters

spend much of their time hunting fish, swimming well is very important for survival.

Frogs also use webbed feet to move through water. Many frogs have large webbed
back feet that push against the water when they swim. These feet also help frogs

jump fartheron land.

Webbed feet are important swimming adaptations. Without them, many animals

“would have more difficulty finding food, escaping danger, and moving through
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Passage 2 Questions
Animal Adaptations Reading Comprehension Worksheets

Part 1: Multiple Choice

1. What is the main idea of the passage?

A. Frogs can jump far on land

B. Ducks spend time in ponds

C. Webbed feet help animals survive in water
D. Otters use strong tails to swim

3. How do otters use their
webbed feet?

A. To dig for roots

B. To swim and change direction
C. To climb rocks quickly

D. To build nests near rivers
2. What happens because webbed feet act

like paddles?

A. Animals can swim more easily
B. Animals can fly long distances
C. Animals can hide in‘trees

D. Animals can sleep underwater

4. Why are webbed back feet
useful for frogs?

A. They help frogs tear food

B. They help frogs climb trees

C. They help frogs stay warm

D. They help frogs swim and jump

Part 2: Short Answer
5.'Why are webbed feet helpful for animals that live near water?

6. Choose one animal from the passage. Explain how. webbed feet help it survive.
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Part 3: Vocabulary

7. What does the word “adaptation”
mean in the passage?

A. a'body trait that helps survival

B.'a place where animals sleep

C. a type of food animals eat

D. a sound animals use to communicate

8. What does the word “glide” mean
in the passage?

A. to move smoothly through water
B. to jump high into the air

C. to hide from danger

D. to move slowly on land

Part 4: Text Evidence
9. Write one detail from the passage that explains how webbed feet help an animal

survive.

Part 5: Writing
10. Which animal from the passage do you think uses webbed feet most effectively?

Explain your answer.
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Answer Key - Passage 2: Webbed Feet

Animal Adaptations Reading Comprehension Worksheets | Passage 2 Answer Key

Part 1: Multiple Choice
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Part 2: Short Answer

5. Sample Answer: O
Webbed feet help animals swim, move through water, find food, and escape danger.,

6. Sample Answer:
Otters use webbed feet to swim quickly and change direction while hunting fish.

Part 3: Vocabulary

7.A
8. A

Part 4: Text Evidence

9. Sample Answer:
The passage says ducks use their.webbed feet to steer and stop while swimming.

Part 5: Writing

10. Answers will vary.
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Teacher Notes - Passage 2: Webbed Feet

Animal Adaptations Reading Comprehension Worksheets | Teacher Notes

Passage Title:
Webbed Feet

Grade Level:
4th Grade

Reading Focus:
Students learn how webbed feet help animals swim, hunt, and survive in watery
habitats.

Skills Covered:

- Cause and Effect

- Key Details

- Text Evidence

- Vocabulary in Context
- Informational Reading

Teaching Tips:

- Discuss how webbed feet act like paddles in water.

- Ask students to compare how ducks, otters, and frogs use webbed feet differently.
- Encourage students to identify cause-and-effect relationships in the passage.

Suggested Uses:

- Whole Group Reading
- Independent Practice
- Literacy Centers

- Homework

- Test Prep Practice

CCSS Alignment:
RL.4.1
RI.4.2
RI.4.3
RI.4.4
W.4.2
W.4.8

L.4.4
10
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Animal’Adaptations Reading Comprehension Worksheets

Passage 3: Thick Fur

DIRECTIONS: Read the passage carefully. Then answer the questions.

Animals that live in very cold places need special
adaptations to survive freezing temperatures.

One important adaptation is thick fur. Thick fur
traps warm air close to the body and helps animals
stay warm during cold weather, snow, and icy

winds.

Polar bears have thick fur and a layer of fat under

their skin.Their fur helps keep body heat from escaping into the cold Arctic air.
Polar-bears also have fur on the bottoms of their feet, which helps protect them
while walking on ice and snow.

Musk oxen live in cold northern regions where winters are long and harsh.

They have long, thick fur that hangs close to the ground. Under the outer fur, musk
oxen have a soft layer called qgiviut. This special fur keeps them very warm, even
during freezing storms.

Arctic foxes also survive because of their thick fur. In winter, their fur becomes white
and extra thick. The white color helps Arctic foxes blend into snowy habitats, while
the thick fur protects them from the cold. During warmer months, their fur becomes
thinner-and darker.

Although polar bears, musk oxen, and Arctic foxes all have thick fur, they use this
adaptation in slightly different ways. Thick fur is an important survival tool in cold
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Passage 3 Questions
Animal Adaptations Reading Comprehension Worksheets

Part 1: Multiple Choice

3. How is the Arctic fox different

from the-musk ox?

A. It has fur on the bottoms of its feet
B. It lives only near rivers

C. It changes fur color during seasons
D. It has a layer of fat under its skin

1. What is the main idea of the passage?

A. Arctic foxes change color during seasons

B. Thick fur helps animals survive cold weather
C. Polar bears have fur on their feet

D. Musk oxen live in northern regions

2. How are polar bears and musk oxen alike?
A. Both have thick fur for warmth
B. Both change fur color in winter

4. Why is thick fur important in
cold habitats?

A. It helps animals climb trees
B. It helps animals stay warm
C. It helps animals swim faster
D. It helps animals find plants

C. Both live mostly underwater
D. Both use fur to fly quietly

Part 2: Short Answer
5.Why do animals in cold places need thick fur?

6. Compare two animals from the passage. How are their thick fur adaptations

alike or different?
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Part 3: Vocabulary

8. What does the word “harsh” mean
in the passage?

A. cold and difficult

B. warm and peaceful

C. bright and colorful

D. soft and comfortable

7. What does the word “adaptation”
mean in the passage?

A. a'type of weather condition

B.'a place where animals rest

C. a body trait that helps survival

D. a sound used for communication

Part 4: Text Evidence
9. Write one detail from the passage that explains how thick fur helps an animal

survive.

Part 5: Writing
10. Which animal from the passage do you think is best prepared for cold weather?

Explain your answer.
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Answer Key - Passage 3: Thick Fur

Animal Adaptations Reading Comprehension Worksheets | Passage 3 Answer Key

Part 1: Multiple Choice

B W NS
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Part 2: Short Answer

5. Sample Answer:
Animals need thick fur to stay warm and survive freezing temperatures.

6. Sample Answer:
Polar bears and Arctic foxes both use thick fur for warmth. Arctic foxes also change
fur color in winter to blend into snow.

Part 3:'Vocabulary

7.C
8. A

Part 4: Text Evidence

9. Sample Answer:

The passage says thick fur traps warm air close to the body and helps animals stay
warm.

Part 5: Writing

10. Answers will vary.
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Teacher Notes - Passage 3: Thick Fur

Animal Adaptations Reading Comprehension Worksheets | Teacher Notes

Passage Title:
Thick Fur

Grade Level:
4th Grade

Reading Focus:
Students learn how thick fur helps animals survive freezing temperatures in cold
habitats.

Skills Covered:

- Compare and Contrast
- Key Details

- Text Evidence

- Vocabulary in Context

- Informational Reading

Teaching Tips:

- Discuss how thick fur traps heat close to the body.

- Ask students to compare how polar bears, musk oxen, .and Arctic foxes use fur
differently.

- Encourage students to identify similarities and differences between the animals.

Suggested Uses:

- Whole Group Reading
- Independent Practice
- Literacy Centers

- Homework

- Test Prep Practice

CCSS Alignment:
RI1.4.1

RI1.4.2

RI1.4:3

R1.4.4

W.4.2

W.4.8

L.4.4
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Animal’Adaptations Reading Comprehension Worksheets
Passage 4: Animal Armor

DIRECTIONS: Read the passage carefully. Then answer the questions.

Many animals face danger from predators in the wild.

To survive, some animals have special body coverings
that act like armor. These protection adaptations help

keep animals safe from attacks andinjuries.

Armadillos have hard plates that cover much

of their bodies. When an armadillo feels threatened,
it may curl into-a tight ball. The hard armor helps protect
its softer body parts from predators. This adaptation makes
it more difficult for animals to bite or scratch the armadillo.

Turtles also use armor for protection. A turtle’s shell’is attached to its body and acts
like a shield. When danger comes near, many turtles pull their heads and legs inside
the shell. The hard shell helps protect them from predators and other dangers.’

Porcupines survive in a different way. Their bodies are covered with sharp quills.
If a predator gets too close, the porcupine raises its quills for.defense. The sharp
quills can hurt predators and make them stay away.

Although armadillos, turtles, and porcupines protect themselves differently, each
animal has a body adaptation that helps solve the problem of staying safe.
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Passage 4 Questions
Animal Adaptations Reading Comprehension Worksheets

Part 1: Multiple Choice

1. What is the main idea of the passage?

A. Turtles move slowly to stay safe

B. Porcupines use sharp quills for defense

C. Some animals have armor-like adaptations
for protection

D. Armadillos curl into tight balls when afraid

3. How does a turtle protect itself?
A. By changing color

B. By climbing trees

C. By digging tunnels

D. By pulling into its shell

4. What happens when predators get
too close to a porcupine?

A. The porcupine raises its quills

B. The porcupine hides in water

C. The porcupine curls into a ball

D. The porcupine climbs onto rocks

2. What problem does an armadillo’s armor
help solve?

A. Staying warm in winter

B. Staying safe from predators

C. Swimming through water

D. Finding food underground

Part 2: Short Answer
5.Why do some animals need armor-like adaptations?

6. Choose one animal from the passage. Explain how.its protection adaptation

helps it survive.
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Part 3: Vocabulary

8. What does the word “threatened”
mean in the passage?

A. hidden safely

B. full of energy

C. in danger

D. very hungry

7. What does the word “predators” mean
in the passage?

A. animals hunted for food

B. animals that hunt other animals

C. animals that live underground

D. animals that travel in groups

Part 4: Text Evidence

9. Write one detail from the passage that explains how an animal protects itself.

Part 5: Writing
10. Which protection adaptation from the passage do you think is the most effective?

Explain your answer.

®
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Answer Key - Passage 4: Animal Armor

Animal Adaptations Reading Comprehension Worksheets | Passage 4 Answer Key

Part 1: Multiple Choice

il S &
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Part 2: Short Answer

5. Sample Answer: O
Armor-like adaptations help animals stay safe from predators and injuries.

6. Sample Answer:
A turtle protects itself by pulling its head and legs inside its hard shell.

Part 3: Vocabulary
7.B
8.C

Part 4: Text Evidence

9. Sample Answer:
The passage says porcupines raise their sharp quills when predators get too close.

Part 5: Writing

10. Answers will vary.
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Teacher Notes - Passage 4: Animal Armor

Animal Adaptations Reading Comprehension Worksheets | Teacher Notes

Passage Title:
Animal Armor

Grade Level:
4th Grade

Reading Focus:
Students learn how armor-like body adaptations help animals protect themselves from
predators.

Skills Covered:

- Problem and Solution
- Key Details

- Text Evidence

- Vocabulary in Context
- Informational Reading

Teaching Tips:

- Discuss different kinds of animal protection adaptations.

- Ask students to identify the survival problem and the adaptation that solves it.
- Encourage students to compare shells, armor plates, and quills.

Suggested Uses:

- Whole Group Reading
- Independent Practice
- Literacy Centers

- Homework

- Test Prep Practice

CCSS Alignment:
RI1.4.1

RI1.4.2

R1.4.3

R1.4.4

W.4.2

W.4.8

L.4.4
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Animal’Adaptations Reading Comprehension Worksheets
Passage 5: Masters of Mimicry

DIRECTIONS: Read the passage carefully. Then answer the questions.

Some animals survive by looking like other animals‘orobjects
in nature. This adaptation is called mimicry. Mimicry can
help animals avoid predators, hide from danger,
or surprise prey. Animals that use mimicry often
blend into their surroundings orcopy the
appearance of more dangerous animals.

The viceroy butterfly is known for its mimicry. It looks very

similar to.the monarch butterfly. Many predators avoid monarch butterflies because
monarchs taste bad. Since the viceroy looks like the monarch, predators may avoid
it'too. This helps protect the viceroy from being eaten:.

Stick insects survive by looking like twigs or small branches. Their long, thin bodies
help them blend into trees and plants. When a stick insect stays still, predators:may
not notice it at all. This camouflage helps the insect remain safe.

The mimic octopus uses mimicry in a different way. It can change the shape and color
of its body to look like other sea animals. Sometimes it copies poisonous animals to
scare away predators. This ability helps the octopus-survive in the ocean.

Althoughthese animals use mimicry differently, all of them depend on appearance
to stay safe from danger.
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Passage 5 Questions
Animal Adaptations Reading Comprehension Worksheets

Part 1: Multiple Choice

1. What is the main idea of the passage?
A. Some animals use mimicry to survive
B. Stick insects only live in forests

C. Monarch butterflies are poisonous

D. Octopuses can swim very quickly

3. What can you infer about stick insects?

A. They survive best when predators notice them
B. Their appearance helps them hide from danger
C. They spend most of their time underwater

_ _ D. Their bodies help them move very quickly
2. Why do predators avoid the viceroy

butterfly?

A. It can sting predators

B. It hides underground during the day
C. It looks like the monarch butterfly

D. It changes color in warm water

4. How does the mimic octopus protect itself?
A. By digging tunnels in the sand

B. By making loud sounds underwater

C. By traveling in large groups

D. By changing shape and color

Part2: Short Answer
5.What is mimicry?

6. Choose one animal from the passage. Explain how.mimicry helps it survive.

22
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Part 3: Vocabulary

7. What does the word “predators”
mean in the passage?

A. animals hunted for food

B. animals that hunt other animals

8. What does the word “blend” mean
in the passage?

A. to stand out clearly

B. to move very-quickly

C. to match the surroundings

D. to make loud noises

C. animals that live in water

D. animals that travel together

Part 4: Text Evidence

9. Write one detail from the passage that explains how an animal uses mimicry.

Part 5: Writing
10. Which animal from the passage do you think has the most interesting mimicry

adaptation? Explain your answer.

®
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Answer Key - Passage 5: Masters of Mimicry

Animal Adaptations Reading Comprehension Worksheets | Passage 5 Answer Key

Part 1: Multiple Choice
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OwnNn>

Part 2: Short Answer

5. Sample Answer: O
Mimicry is an adaptation where animals look like other animals or objects to survive.

6. Sample Answer:
The stick insect survives by looking like a twig, which helps it hide from predators.

Part 3: Vocabulary

7.B
8.C

Part 4: Text Evidence

9. Sample Answer:

The passage says the mimic octopus can change shape and color to look like other
sea animals.

Part 5: Writing

10. Answers will vary.
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Teacher Notes - Passage 5: Masters of Mimicry

Animal Adaptations Reading Comprehension Worksheets | Teacher Notes

Passage Title:
Masters of Mimicry

Grade Level:
4th Grade

Reading Focus:
Students learn how animals use mimicry and appearance adaptations to avoid danger
and survive.

Skills Covered:

- Inference

- Key Details

- Text Evidence

- Vocabulary in Context
- Informational Reading

Teaching Tips:

- Discuss the difference between mimicry and camouflage.

- Ask students to infer why predators avoid certain animals.

- Encourage students to explain how appearance can help survival.

Suggested Uses:

- Whole Group Reading
- Independent Practice
- Literacy Centers

- Homework

- Test Prep Practice

CCSS Alignment:
RI1.4.1

RI1.4.2

R1.4.4

W.4.2

W.4.8

L.4.4

®
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Animal’Adaptations Reading Comprehension Worksheets
- Passage 6: Poisonous Animals

DIRECTIONS: Read the passage carefully. Then answer the questions.

Some animals use poison or venom to survive. These

adaptations can help animals protect themselves from
predators or catch prey. Poisonous and venomous
animals may look small, but their special defenses
can make them very difficult to attack.

Poison dart frogs are small, colorful frogs that live
in rainforests. Their bright colors warn predators to
stay away. Some poison dart frogs have toxins in their skin. Because predators may
become sick after touching or eating them, many animals learn to avoid these frogs.

Cobras use venom in a different way. A cobra has special fangs that can inject venom
when it bites. This venom helps the cobra catch prey and defend itself from danger.
When threatened, a cobra may raise its body and spread its hood as a warning.’

Jellyfish also use a powerful defense. Their long tentacles have stinging cells that can
hurt small fish and other animals. These stings help jellyfish catch food and protect
themselves in the ocean.

Poison and‘venom are important survival adaptations. They help animals stay safe,
hunt for food, and warn predators to keep their distance.

¢
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Passage 6 Questions
Animal Adaptations Reading Comprehension Worksheets

Part 1: Multiple Choice

1. What is the main idea of the passage?

A. Cobras spread their hoods when threatened

B. Jellyfish use tentacles in the ocean

C. Poison dart frogs live in rainforests

D. Some animals use poison or venom
to survive

3. What happens because cobras have venom?
A. They can live only in water

B. They can catch prey and defend themselves
C. They can change color quickly

2. Why do poison dart frogs have D. They can build shelters underground

bright colors?

A. To warn predators to stay away
B. To help them swim-quickly

C. To hide inside tree bark

D. To attract insects at night

0
)
I
)
|
)
(
)
t
)
I
)
:
| 4. How do jellyfish use their stinging cells?
| A.To climb onto land

| B.To stay warm in deep water

i C. To catch food and protect themselves

: D. To make loud warning sounds

|

Part 2: Short Answer
5."How can poison or venom help animals survive?

6. Choose one animal from the passage. Explain how.its poison or venom helps

it survive.
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Part 3: Vocabulary

7. What does the word “predators”
mean in the passage?

8. What does the word “threatened”
mean in the passage?

A. animals that hunt other animals A.in danger
B. animals that live in groups B. very tired
C. animals that eat only plants C. fully hidden

D. animals that build shelters

D. moving slowly

Part 4: Text Evidence
9. Write one detail from the passage that shows how poison or venom helps an

animal survive.

Part 5: Writing
10. Which poisonous or venomous-animal from the passage seems most interesting?

Explain your answer.

®
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Answer Key - Passage 6: Poisonous Animals

Animal Adaptations Reading Comprehension Worksheets | Passage 6 Answer Key

Part 1: Multiple Choice
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Part 2: Short Answer
5. Sample Answer:
Poison or venom can help animals protect themselves, catch prey, and warn predators

to stay away.

6. Sample Answer:
A cobra uses venom to catch prey and defend itself from danger.

Part 3:'Vocabulary

1A
8. A

Part 4: Text Evidence

9. Sample Answer:

The passage says poison dart frogs have toxins in their skin, so many animals learn
to avoid them.

Part 5: Writing

10. Answers will vary.
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Teacher Notes - Passage 6: Poisonous Animals

Animal Adaptations Reading Comprehension Worksheets | Teacher Notes

Passage Title:
Poisonous Animals

Grade Level:
4th Grade

Reading Focus:
Students learn how poison and venom help animals defend themselves and hunt for food.

Skills Covered:

- Cause and Effect

- Key Details

- Text Evidence

- Vocabulary in Context
- Informational Reading

Teaching Tips:

- Discuss the difference between poison and venom in simple student-friendly terms.
- Ask students to identify how each animal's defense helps it-survive.

- Encourage students to find cause-and-effect relationships.in the passage.

Suggested Uses:

- Whole Group Reading
- Independent Practice
- Literacy Centers

- Homework

- Test Prep Practice

CCSS Alignment:
RI.4.1

RI1.4.2

R1.4.3

RI.4.4

W.4:2

W.4.8

L.4.4
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Animal’Adaptations Reading Comprehension Worksheets
Passage 7: Great Animal Migrations

DIRECTIONS: Read the passage carefully. Then answer the questions.

Some animals travel long distances during certain
times of the year. This movement is called migration.
Animals migrate to find food, warmer weather,

safe places to raise their young, or-better living
conditions. Migration is an important survival
adaptation for many species.

Monarch butterflies make one of the longest

insect migrations in the world. Every year, millions of monarch-butterflies travel south
to warmer areas before winter arrives. In spring, they begin the journey north again.
Migration helps monarch butterflies survive cold weather and find the plants they
need.

Whales also migrate long distances through the ocean. Some whales swim to colder
waters during the summer to find.food. Later, they travel to warmer waters'where
baby whales can be born safely. These migrations may take thousands of miles.

Wildebeests in Africa migrate across grasslands in large groups. They travel to areas
with fresh grass.and water. Because food and water change during different seasons,
migration helps wildebeests survive difficult conditions.

Although monarch butterflies, whales, and wildebeests migrate in different ways,
all of them depend on movement to survive changing environments.
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Passage 7 Questions
Animal Adaptations Reading Comprehension Worksheets

Part 1: Multiple Choice

1. What is the main idea of the passage?
A. Some animals use migration to survive
B. Monarch butterflies live in warm places
C. Whales travel through the ocean

D. Wildebeests move in large groups

3. What happens because whales migrate to
warmer waters?

A. Baby whales can be born more safely

2. Why do monarch butterflies B.Whales find larger forests

migrate south? C. Whales avoid swimming long distances

|
)
I
)
)
)
)
[
{
)
I
A. To avoid ocean storms | D. Baby whales learn to fly

B. To find colder weather :
)

)

)

I

)

)

I

)

)

I

|

C. To survive winter conditions
D. To hide from predators

4. Why do wildebeests migrate across-grasslands?
A. To climb mountains

B. To find food and water

C. To avoid sleeping at night

Part2: Short Answer D. To build shelters underground

5.What is migration?

6. Choose one animal from the passage. Explain how.migration helps it survive.
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Part 3: Vocabulary

7. What does the word “species” 8. What does the word “conditions”

mean in the passage?
A. sharp body parts
B. ways animals-travel

mean in the passage?

A. places animals migrate
B. weather during seasons
C. groups of similar animals C. sounds made by animals

D. foods animals eat D. situations in the environment

Part 4: Text Evidence

9. Write one detail from the passage that explains why animals migrate.

Part 5: Writing
10. Which migrating animal from the passage do you think has the most difficult

journey? Explain your answer.
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Answer Key - Passage 7: Great Animal Migrations

Animal Adaptations Reading Comprehension Worksheets | Passage 7 Answer Key

Part 1: Multiple Choice

A wNe=
w>nNXr

Part 2: Short Answer

5. Sample Answer: O
Migration is when animals travel long distances during certain times of the year. -

6. Sample Answer:
Whales migrate to warmer waters so baby whales can be born more safely.

Part 3: Vocabulary

7.C
‘8.D

Part 4: Text Evidence

9. Sample Answer:
The passage says wildebeests migrate to areas with fresh grass and water-

Part 5: Writing

10. Answers will vary.
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Teacher Notes - Passage 7: Great Animal Migrations

Animal Adaptations Reading Comprehension Worksheets | Teacher Notes

Passage Title:
Great'/Animal Migrations

Grade Level:
4th Grade

Reading Focus:
Students learn how migration helps animals survive changing seasons and environmental
conditions.

Skills Covered:

- Sequence

- Key Details

- Text Evidence

- Vocabulary in Context
- Informational Reading

Teaching Tips:

- Discuss why animals may need to move during different seasons.

- Ask students to compare the migrations of butterflies, whales, and wildebeests.

- Encourage students to identify sequence and cause-and-effect relationships in migration
patterns.

Suggested Uses:

- Whole Group Reading
- Independent Practice
- Literacy Centers

- Homework

- Test Prep Practice

CCSS Alignment:
RI1.4.1

RI1.4.2

RI1.4:3

R1.4.4

W.4.2

W.4.8

L.4.4
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Animal’Adaptations Reading Comprehension Worksheets
Passage 8: Winter Sleepers

DIRECTIONS: Read the passage carefully. Then answer the questions.

Winter can be a difficult season for animals. Cold

Some animals survive winter by using a special
adaptation called hibernation. During hibernation,
animals enter a deep sleep-like state that helps
them save energy.

Bears are well-known winter sleepers. Before winter begins,

bears eat large amounts of food to store fat in their bodies. During hibernation,
a bear’s body slows down, and it uses stored fat for energy. This helps the bear
survive when food is difficult to find.

Bats also hibernate during cold weather. Many bats rest inside caves where
temperatures stay more stable. While hibernating, bats breathe more slowly:and
use very little energy. This adaptation helps them survive until insects return in
warmer months.

Ground squirrels are another example of hibernating animals. During winter, they
stay underground-in burrows. Their body temperatures drop, and their heartbeats
become much slower. Hibernation helps ground squirrels survive freezing conditions
and food-shortages.

Although bears, bats, and ground squirrels hibernate differently, all of them use this
adaptation to survive the challenges of winter.
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Passage 8 Questions
Animal Adaptations Reading Comprehension Worksheets

Part 1: Multiple Choice

1. What is the main idea of the passage?

A. Bats sleep inside caves during winter

B. Hibernation helps animals survive winter
C. Ground squirrels live underground

D. Bears store fat before winter begins

3. What happens while bats hibernate?
A. They swim to warmer places

B. They grow thicker wings

C. They use very little energy

D. They hunt insects every night

2. Why do bears eat large amounts
of food before winter?

A. To prepare for hibernation

B. To help them climb trees

C. To make their fur thicker

D. To attract other.animals

4. How do ground squirrels survive
freezing conditions?

A. By climbing into trees

B. By changing fur color

C. By traveling south

D. By hibernating underground

Part 2: Short Answer
5.'What is hibernation?

6. Choose one animal from the passage. Explain how. hibernation helps it survive

winter.
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Part 3: Vocabulary

7. What does the word “stable” mean
in the passage?

8. What does the word “shortages”
mean in the passage?

A. places underground

B. not having enough

C. animals that migrate

D. periods of warm weather

A. becoming dangerous
B. moving quickly

C. staying steady

D. changing suddenly

Part 4: Text Evidence
9. Write one detail from the passage that explains how animals survive during

hibernation.

Part 5: Writing

10. Do you think hibernation is a helpful survival adaptation? Explain your answer.
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Answer Key - Passage 8: Winter Sleepers

Animal Adaptations Reading Comprehension Worksheets | Passage 8 Answer Key

Part 1: Multiple Choice

B W NS
ON>w

Part 2: Short Answer

5. Sample Answer: O
Hibernation is a deep sleep-like state that helps animals save energy during winter.

6. Sample Answer:
Bears use stored fat-for energy during hibernation when food is difficult to find.

Part 3: Vocabulary

7.C
‘8.B

Part 4: Text Evidence

9. Sample Answer:

The passage says bats breathe more slowly and use very little energy during
hibernation.

Part 5: Writing

10. Answers will vary.

@
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Teacher Notes - Passage 8: Winter Sleepers

Animal Adaptations Reading Comprehension Worksheets | Teacher Notes

Passage Title:
Winter Sleepers

Grade Level:
4th Grade

Reading Focus:
Students learn how hibernation helps animals survive cold temperatures and food shortages
during winter.

Skills Covered:

- Main Idea

- Vocabulary in Context
- Key Details

- Text Evidence

- Informational Reading

Teaching Tips:

- Discuss how animals prepare for winter before hibernation-begins.

- Ask students to compare how bears, bats, and ground squirrels hibernate differently.
- Encourage students to explain why saving energy is important during winter.

Suggested Uses:

- Whole Group Reading
- Independent Practice
- Literacy Centers

- Homework

- Test Prep Practice

CCSS Alignment:
RI1.4.1

RI1.4.2

R1.4.4

W.4.2

W.4.8

L.4.4

@
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Animal’Adaptations Reading Comprehension Worksheets
Passage 9: Amazing Animal Senses

DIRECTIONS: Read the passage carefully. Then answer the questions.

Animals use their senses to survive in different
environments. Some animals have special senses
that help them hunt, avoid danger, find food,

or communicate. These adaptations allow animals
to survive in places where humans might struggle.

Sharks have an amazing sense that helps them

detect movement and tiny electrical signals in
the water. This adaptation helps sharks find prey, even when the water is dark

or cloudy. Their strong sense of smell also helps them track food from far away.

Owls have excellent hearing and eyesight. Their-large eyes help them see in low
light at night. Owls can also hear very small sounds made by animals moving on
the ground. Because of these special senses, owls are skilled nighttime hunters.

Elephants use their strong sense of hearing and touch to communicate and stay
safe. They can detect low sounds called vibrations through the ground. These
vibrations may warn-elephants about danger or help them locate other elephants
from far away.

Although'sharks, owls, and elephants use different senses, each animal depends
onspecial adaptations to survive and interact with the world around them.
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Passage 9 Questions
Animal Adaptations Reading Comprehension Worksheets

Part 1: Multiple Choice

1. What is the main idea of the passage?

A. Elephants communicate through vibrations
B. Owls are nighttime hunters

C. Animals use special senses to survive

D. Sharks can smell food from far away

3. Why are owls good nighttime hunters?
A. They travel in large groups

B. They can see and hear well in the dark
C. They change color during the night

D. They use vibrations through the ground

2. What can you infer about sharks?
A. Their special senses help them hunt
successfully
B. They depend only on eyesight underwater
C. They avoid swimming in dark water
D. Their hearing is stronger than their
sense of smell

4. How do elephants use vibrations?
A. To climb steep hills

B. To catch prey underwater

C. To communicate and detect danger
D. To stay warm during cold weather

Part 2: Short Answer
5.'Why are special senses important for animals?

6. Choose one animal from the passage. Explain how.its senses help it survive.

@
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Part 3: Vocabulary

7. What does the word “detect”
mean in the passage?

A. to sleep deeply

B. to hide from danger

C. to move very quickly

D. to notice or discover

Part 4: Text Evidence

8. What does the word “vibrations”
mean in the passage?

A. bright flashes of light

B. groups of predators

C. movements or shaking

D. sounds made by birds

9. Write one detail from the passage that explains how an animal uses its senses

to survive.

Part 5: Writing

10. Which animal from the passage do you think has the most impressive senses?

Explain your answer.

®
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Answer Key - Passage 9: Amazing Animal Senses

Animal Adaptations Reading Comprehension Worksheets | Passage 9 Answer Key

Part 1: Multiple Choice

il W\ &
N wm>nN

Part 2: Short Answer

5. Sample Answer: O
Special senses help animals hunt, avoid danger, communicate, and find food.

6. Sample Answer:
Owls use excellent hearing and eyesight to hunt animals at night.

Part 3: Vocabulary

7.D
8.C

Part 4: Text Evidence

9. Sample Answer:

The passage says elephants can detect vibrations through the ground to locate other
elephants.

Part 5: Writing

10. Answers will vary.

@

© 2026 BIG Smart Kids. For classroom use only.



Teacher Notes - Passage 9: Amazing Animal Senses

Animal Adaptations Reading Comprehension Worksheets | Teacher Notes

Passage Title:
Amazing Animal Senses

Grade Level:
4th Grade

Reading Focus:
Students learn how special senses help animals hunt, communicate, and survive in different
environments.

Skills Covered:

- Inference

- Text Evidence

- Key Details

- Vocabulary in Context
- Informational Reading

Teaching Tips:

- Discuss how animal senses may differ from human senses.

- Ask students to infer why special senses are important.in different habitats.

- Encourage students to compare the senses used by sharks, owls, and elephants.

Suggested Uses:

- Whole Group Reading
- Independent Practice
- Literacy Centers

- Homework

- Test Prep Practice

CCSS Alignment:
RI1.4.1

RI1.4.2

R1.4.4

W.4.2

W.4.8

L.4.4

®
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Animal’Adaptations Reading Comprehension Worksheets
Passage 10: Survival in Groups

DIRECTIONS: Read the passage carefully. Then answer the questions.

Some animals survive better by living and working
together in groups. Group survival helps animals
protect each other, find food, and care for young
animals. Living in groups is an important
adaptation for many species,

Meerkats live in groups called mobs. While

some meerkats'search for food, others stand guard

and watch for predators. If danger appears, the guard meerkat makes warning
sounds to alert the group. Working together helps meerkats.stay safer in open
habitats.

Penguins also depend on group survival. In very cold weather, penguins gather
closely together to share body heat. The penguins on the outside slowly move
inward, while others take turns standing near the cold wind. This teamwaork helps
the group stay warm during freezing temperatures.

Wolves hunt and travelin packs. By working together, wolves can hunt larger
animals more successfully than a single wolf could alone. Pack members also help
protect and care for young wolves.

Although meerkats, penguins, and wolves survive in different environments, all of
them depend on teamwork and group behavior for survival.

®
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Passage 10 Questions
Animal Adaptations Reading Comprehension Worksheets

Part 1: Multiple Choice

1. What is the main idea of the passage?

A. Penguins survive in freezing weather

B. Some animals survive by working together
C. Wolves hunt in large forests

D. Meerkats search for food underground

3. How do penguins survive freezing
temperatures?

A. By digging underground tunnels

B. By growing thicker feathers each day
C. By gathering together for warmth

D. By traveling to warmer oceans

2. Why do meerkats use warning sounds?
A. To alert the group about danger

B. To scare away nearby birds

C. To help young meerkats sleep

D. To attract predators to the mob

4. What can you infer about wolves that hunt

in packs?

A. Teamwork helps them hunt more successfully
B. Wolves prefer to live completely alone

C. Hunting in packs slows wolves down

D. Wolves avoid caring foriyoung animals

Part 2: Short Answer
5.Why is group survival helpful for animals?

6. Choose one animal from the passage. Explain how. teamwork helps it survive.

@
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Part 3: Vocabulary

7. What does the word “alert” mean
in the passage?
A. to stay warm

8. What does the word “pack” mean in
the passage?

A. a group of wolves

B. to warn or notify
C. to search for food
D. to travel in groups

B. a place for sleeping
C. a type ofcold weather
D. a hole underground

Part 4: Text Evidence

9. Write one detail from the passage that explains how animals survive in groups.

Part 5: Writing
10. Which animal from the passage do you think works together most effectively?

Explain your answer.

®
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Answer Key - Passage 10: Survival in Groups

Animal Adaptations Reading Comprehension Worksheets | Passage 10 Answer Key

Part 1: Multiple Choice

A wNe=
>N > ™

Part 2: Short Answer

5. Sample Answer: O
Group survival helps animals stay safe, find food, and protect each other.

6. Sample Answer:
Penguins gather together to share body heat and stay warm during freezing weather.

Part 3: Vocabulary

7.B
8. A

Part 4: Text Evidence

9. Sample Answer:
The passage says wolves work together to hunt larger animals more successfully.

Part 5: Writing

10. Answers will vary.
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Teacher Notes - Passage 10: Survival in Groups

Animal Adaptations Reading Comprehension Worksheets | Teacher Notes

Passage Title:
Survival in Groups

Grade Level:
4th Grade

Reading Focus:
Students learn how teamwork and group behavior help animals survive in different
environments.

Skills Covered:

- Inference

- Main Idea

- Key Details

- Vocabulary in Context
- Informational Reading

Teaching Tips:

- Discuss how teamwork helps both animals and humans survive challenges.

- Ask students to compare how meerkats, penguins, and wolves cooperate differently.
- Encourage students to identify details that supportthe author’s purpose.

Suggested Uses:

- Whole Group Reading
- Independent Practice
- Literacy Centers

- Homework

- Test Prep Practice

CCSS Alignment:
RI1.4.1

RI1.4.2

R1.4.4

W.4.2

W.4.8

L.4.4
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